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Race and Labor 


One of the most significant de- 
velopments in labor relations has 
come through the recent ruling of 
the Brotherhood of Locomotive 
Firemen and Engineers that from 
now on the Negro fireman will no 
longer be forbidden promotion — 
or demoted — because of race or 
color. For many years the Railroad 
Brotherhood, while preaching de- 
mocracy for the worker, practiced 
race discrimination within its own 
ranks. But now the Brotherhood 
has announced that it is demand- 
ing that “every fireman, regardless 
of race or previous status, be per- 
mitted to exercise straight senior- 
ity; that the distinction between 
‘promotable’ and ‘non-promotable’ 
firemen be abolished, and that the 
opportunity for promotion be ac- 
corded to all firemen in service in 
the order of their seniority.” 

The Brotherhood stated that 
“these demands would wipe out all 
distinction in the treatment of 
firemen (white and colored) and 
provide that every fireman now or 
hereafter employed shall be exam- 
ined for promotion to engineer and 
be promoted if he passes.” 

This action followed recent court 
decisions holding that present 
rules and practices on the south- 
eastern roads unfairly discrimi- 
nated against Negro firemen. 

Not only has the Supreme Court 
case brought about this step, but 
the whole AFL union structure, 
of which the railroad brotherhoods 
are really a wing, has been com- 
pelled to reform its race policy 
because of the CIO’s great pro- 
gram for economic justice for the 
Negro workmen. Negro workers 
have been drawn into the OIO by 
the tens of thousands, forcing the 
AFL finally to alter its racial 
policy in order to maintain its 
leadership in organized labor. 


Union Shop 


Much effort has been made by 
some industrial spokesmen to con- 
vince the American public that 
even the working men themselves 

(continued on next page) 


MPRACTICAL? John Dos Passos, noted writer, has recently said, 
“Tf there is one thing that mankind should have learned from the 
agonies of the last four decades, it is that it is never safe to do evil 
that good might come of it. The good gets lost and the evil goes on.” 
If we use these words, like a surgeon’s probing, to examine our 
economic, political and foreign policies during the past few years we 
will see how true Dos Passos words are . . almost as true as the 
words of Jesus . . . “No man can serve two masters; for he will either 
hate the one and love the other, or else he will hold to one and despise 
the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon . . . Therefore all things 
whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye also unto them 
. But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse 
you, do good to them that hate you and pray for them that despitefully 
use you and persecute you. . .” 

“Tmpractical!” cries the world. But could anything be any more 
impractical than the hunger, poverty, destruction and failure of today! 
The words of Jesus are impractical only because they have never been 
tried. The great light of hope that can break on every heart is that 
they may yet be tried. 


X-Ray and Foreeast 


IL, POLITICS AND WAR. Washington officials have tried in vain 

to keep a blanket of silence over the most difficult and dangerous 

impasse that this country has faced in its foreign policy since the war. 

Military policy and politics have gotten criss-crossed. Mr. Truman and 

his aides must feel like a man who is trying to ride two horses at once — 
going in different directions. 

To hold the large Jewish vote Mr. Truman has plugged loud and 
hard for the Zionist aims of partition and the establishment of the 
Jewish state in Palestine. In the meantime, the great American oil com- 
panies, who have become the bosom buddies, if not the dictators, of our 
armed forces, have gotten the country deeply embedded in the Near East 
Arabian world where we have staged the biggest oil grab in history. A 
school boy could have told the White House experts that this situation 
would bring trouble in a big way. Warren R. Austin’s statement in the 
U N Security Council still leaves many questions open and pressing. 

THE ARAB WORLD has been outraged over the American sup- 
port of Jewish aims, and one or two desert tribesmen with a blow torch 
or a stick of dynamite could start a conflagration both realistically and 
politically that would make the whole huge American oil and military 
empire in the Near East look silly and hopeless. Agents of the American 
oil corporations, pushing aside our diplomatic corps or plugging through 
them, put tremendous pressure on the White House to moderate or 
reverse its policy on enforcing partition — and at the same time pene- 
trating the deepest caverns of Arabian intrigue with the usual great 
sums of bribe money (officially termed “lease loans” or “lease options”) 
which unfortunately American oil corporations have always used as a 
fixed policy in establishing their foreign investments . 

In the meantime, congressional investigations (under Republican 
leadership, Sen. Brewster of Maine) have brought out the fact that dur- 
ing the war the oil companies planted some of their top executives in 
the State Department to influence the shaping of American policy to 
further the oil companies’ interests. Sen. Brewster described the role 
played by the oil men in the State Department “as the most reprehen- 
sible conduct on the part of a government official, — more interested 
in protecting. the big oil companies than the interests of the American 
Government.” 

(continued on next page) 


Our Neck Out 

Between The Lines seems always 
to have its neck out! Month after 
month, on one issue or another, 
our forecasts and reports run con- 
trary to the popular and some- 
times the official tides of propa- 
ganda. During the war, when the 
country was being flooded with of- 
ficial statements of the wonderful 
peace and harmony for the future 
being worked out by the Roosevelt 
administration and Moscow, we re- 
peatedly reported that these pop- 
ular official statements were 
greatly exaggerated and that no 
real lasting agreements that could 
underwrite the peace were being 
accomplished. When we began to 
forecast that the British Empire 
would break up after the war (two 
and three years before the Labor- 
ites swept Churchill out of power 
and began the unavoidable reduct- 
ion of British Empire responsi- 
bilities), many bricks were boun- 
ced off our heads! 

We take no credit for these fore- 
easts — nor blame when we fail, 
— for such forecasts are but the 
deductions made from informa- 
tion we receive originating in 
sources that are not subject to 
pressure or censorship surround- 
ing most usual news channels. 

Now — when the Truman for- 
eign policy was inaugurated a 
year ago,— we repeatedly warned 
that, contrary to the popular bally- 
hoo, the Truman and Marshall 
policy of stopping communism 
with dollars and guns would not 
work, — that the effort to con- 
tain Russian expansion by a dis- 
play of force would only increase 
the serious conditions we seek to 
alleviate. After several months of 
severe criticism because of our 
failure to follow the popular and 
official line, news comes now from 
Washington that the government 
is being put under increasing 
pressure to curb its aggressive 
military policy. This growing dis- 
approval of the so-called “Truman 
policy” has been clearly expressed 
recently by the eminent columnist 
Walter Lippman whose influence is 

(continued on next page) 





Our Neck Out 


(continued ) 

great in Washington. Mr. Lipp- 
man reviewed the deterioration of 
our influence in Germany, Greece, 
the Middle East and China, noting 
that, as Truman commitments in- 
creased, our diplomatic influence 
decreased. Though we’ve taken on 
the entire deficit of Western Ger- 
many, our grip on affairs there is 
weakening fast. Though we've 
taken on the burden of Greece, 
the hope of controlling events 
there is even feebler than it was a 
year ago, — Mr. Lippman said that 
the whole Middle East is proving 
again that when great powers in- 
tervene competitively in a rich 
and backward region, anarchy and 
violence inevitably result . . . he 
further commented that, as we in- 
crease our commitments in China, 
our influence there wanes. 

An important aspect of Mr. 
Lippman’s thesis is that when the 
Truman policy gave unqualified 
support to the governments of 
Greece, Iran, the Zionists, the 
Arab League and Chiang Kai- 
shek, we immediately were put~in 
the position of having to follow 
rather than lead these groups. 
And that when we announced 
that it was essential to the inter- 
ests of the U. S. to make Western 
Germany and Greece prosperous 
bulwarks against communism, we 
gave away our diplomatic bargain- 
ing power. Now we have to sup- 
port these national factions to save 
face . . . As Mr. Lippman sees it, 
the only hope now is to focus our 
diplomacy on a successful settle- 
ment at one important point, — 
perhaps Austria, Greece, or the 
Middle East, — but, wherever the 
spot selected, we should break the 
stalemate decisively by both the 
pressure and the compromise that 
mark good diplomacy. But we 
must break the stalemate — and 
thus change the political currents 
of the world. 

We are grateful to Mr. Lippman 
for his supporting opinion. He 
does not make clear, however, how 
to break the stalemate and change 
the political currents of the world. 
It is our belief that such currents 
cannot be greatly altered until 
the inner currents of human 
thought and conduct are changed 
to conform in some greater degree 
at least to the will and purpose of 
God. As long as we rush in with 
guns and dollars, those we seek to 
help become our masters, as Mr. 
Lippman says. Guns and dollars 
have always been grossly over-rated 
as instruments of international 
policy. The spiritual forces men 
and nations can exert are always 
under-rated, — and seldom tried 
at all. Gandhi amply demonstrated 
that such forces can be used. 
Will we of the West learn this 
lesson in time? 





X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


FURTHER REVELATIONS concerning how the oil companies 
have worked were revealed through letters sent out by the oil companies 
instructing their officials in some instances to take a pro-Japanese at- 
titude because of their large investments in Japan, while other let- 
ters to other oil representatives ordered them to take an anti-Japanese at- 
titude and be very “pro-British for the bulk of our business is with 
the British Empire at the present time.” As the testimony before the 
Brewster committee stated, “regardless of the position of the American 
Government and the American people, the oil companies played both 
sides of the street.” 


ANOTHER IMPORTANT ANGLE is the fact that the British 
have been supplying large quantities of arms and ammunition to the 
Arab states . . a situation that has been admitted by the London 
Government. The fact that the American oil companies have done much 
of their negotiating and “fixing” in the Near East through powerful 
British oil interests that still maintain a strong channel of action in 
the British Government has caused experienced American observers 
to venture the opinion that the American oil companies have had much 
to do with the shipment of arms to the Arab states as a guarantee that 
the American and British oil interests would be on the Arab side if war 
broke out in the Near East. 


USSIA’S PLACE in all this complex pattern is most interesting, 
for Moscow. must view this whole situation with considerable 
satisfaction. The Russians naturally feel that they have some rights in 
the oil of the Near East since it lies so near their doorstep. (As we 
have often pointed out, — would we look favorably on a Russian monop- 
oly of the oil in Mexico and Venezuela?) The Russians have a strong 
part in the Jewish nationalists’ ambitions for, as we reported recently, 
the Zionist movement has a very strong left-wing flavor. Also the So- 
viet is the only world power that has a large Moslem population . 
something that neither Britain nor American can boast. So it is always 
possible for the Kremlin to re-approach the Arab world on a basis and 
footing entirely out of reach of the western powers. This will inevitably 
prove to be a major factor in future developments. The Russian attitude 
is no doubt one of letting the Americans go ahead and develop the Near 
East oil fields . . . like a cat watching a mouse eat cheese . . . for 
the pussy knows he can have mouse, cheese and all — at the appropriate 
time! 


Our official propagandists have been making a big point lately 
of the low industrial production of Russia in comparison to that of the 
U. S. and interpreting this difference in terms of war potentials. This 
reveals how blind much of our thinking is regarding the real problem 
of Communist expansion. With our Government so thoroughly under 
the control of the military mind, our only approach to the Russian 
question seems to be increasingly one of war and military action. On 
the other hand, the Russians are preparing for war chiefly in terms 
of defense against actual invasions of the Russian areas. Our own mili- 
tary journals are full of the fact that the Soviet is building no large 
battle fleets, no large air plane carriers, few large long-range bombers, 
— which we are concentrating upon and which are long-range attack 
weapons. It is widely accepted by military authorities that the Soviet 
is depending on a large land army, thousands of small fast fighter and 
interceptor planes and a submarine fleet. Hence the one big fact that 
our official mind seems to remain blind to is that Russia is not looking 
to war as the method for Communist expansion. Unfortunately most 
of the military blandishments have been on our side. . . fleets, arms, 
military advisers being sent with great fanfare all over the world and 
to many areas that lie close to Russia. 


The Soviet is counting on the advantages they may gain by the 
failure of our military dominated diplomacy, which in a sorry manner 
is already showing up in the Near East and in China, Greece. Also, 
Moscow is counting on the inevitable collapse of the old feudal aristoc- 
racies which we are propping up with our dollars and guns in most of 
the world as we seek to “contain Russian expansion.” When the inevi- 
table social changes come, as hunger, hatred and desperation in the 
hearts of the common people finally mounts high enough to over-throw 
these old regimes which unfortunately we are choosing to support . . . 
Russia is certain that there will be no Russian Army needed then to 
establish governments sympathetic and co-operative with Moscow 
Russia will depend then, not so much on an army with guns, but on 
an army of men, natives of the surrounding countries, indoctrinated 
with the ideas and ideals of Marxist socialism. The Russians may be 
far behind us in industrial achievement, but they seem to be far ahead 
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Union Shop 
(continued ) 

do not want strong organizational 
controls in their unions. In fact, 
in order to free the “enslaved 
American worker”, the Taft-Hart- 
ley law had provisions outlawing 
the closed shop and specifying 
that the “union shop” — where 
workers must join a union soon 
after being hired — could not be 
maintained except where approved 
by the majority of workers involv- 
c}J The popular interpretation in 
press and radio has been that this 
would “free the American worker”. 

Regardless of how the individ- 
ual Christian layman may look 
upon such matters, — im the inter- 
ests of truth, it is important to 
learn that in December 19-47, 521 
“union shop” elections were held 
and in 518 of these elections the 
workers voted for the maintenance 
of the “union shop” . . . and by 
majorities averaging 93 per cent. 
These results have naturally re- 
ceived little publicity. 


Free Enterprise 

This spring we will see another 
nation-wide advertising campaign 
to “sell” free enterprise to the 
American public again. The Na- 
tional Association of Manufactur- 
ers, in co-operation with the U. S. 
Chambers of Commerce, are now 
raising a fund of several millions 
that will be spent on advertising 
space in the daily press and mag- 
azines, lauding the virtues of 
American capitalism and our sys- 
tem of free enterprise. We think 
it’s a fine thing to counteract Com- 
munist propaganda with such an 
effort, but the contradictory thing 
is that many of the corporations 
making the largest contributions 
to this effort to advertise capital- 
ism are the very ones who, by 
their price fixing, unfair compe- 
tition and other monopolistic prac- 
tices, have done more to destroy 
free enterprise in the U. S. than 
communism and socialism com- 
bined. 

When these voices speak of free 
enterprise, do they mean free en- 
terprise only at the top? 


Patent Medicines 

In 1946 the American public 
spent over two and a half billion 
dollars on health products. Of this 
amount, according to the trade 
journal “Drug Topics”, 500 mil- 
lion dollars was spent on. “home 
medicaments” — otherwise known 
as “patent medicines”. Hundreds 
of these products have contained 
harmful and even poisonous in-, 
gredients and still would, were it 
not for the watch care of the Fed- 
eral Trade Commission implement- 
ed by the Federal Food and Drug 
act. Thousands of ads in news- 
papers, magazines and radios have 
been condemned by the Federal 
(continued on next page) 








Patent Medicines 
(continued ) 

Trade Commission for fraudulent 
claims and gross mis-statements 
of facts openly and brazenly in- 
dulged:-in by the patent medicine 
manufacturers to deceive the pub- 
lie while they took their money. 
The FTC has in these instances 
forced the manufacturers to with- 
draw their claims. 

Because of the strong pressure 
that patent medicine manufactur- 
ers are able to exert on news chan- 
nels, the facts are still being sup- 
pressed concerning the bill now 
before Congress (O’Hara bill) to 
let the bars down for patent medi- 
cine ‘ manufacturers and drug 
quacks by placing restrictions on 
the Federal Trade Commission 
which would greatly cripple its 
authority so that it could no long- 
er police the drug field for the pro- 
tection of the public. The large 
drug corporations, a few business 
publishers who make large profits 
out of patent medicine ads and 
advertising agencies are pushing 
the bill through their Washington 
lobbies and their spokesmen in 
Congress. 


TOOTH PASTE. It is interest- 
ing to note that the FTC has been 
making charges against the Ipana 
tooth paste manufacivrers reven:- 
ly for fraudulent advurtising. The 
FTC said that I_aua’s claim von- 
cerning its aid for “pink tooth- 
brush” was false that the 
brush became pink from a gum 
condition for which Ipana cvn- 
tained no adequate remedy. Con- 
cerning Ipana’s claim that “twice 
as many dentists use Ipana as any 
other dentifrice”, the FTC said 
that the Ipana corporation had 
been distributing their product 
lavishly and gratuitously among 
dentists all over the country until 
the manufacturers had only a 
thin basis for making the claim. 
Other well known products that 
have been misrepresented in adver- 
tising include: Pepsodent, whose 
latest mystery cleaner “irium” is 
only an ordinary soap sub- 
stitute, no better than soap; Col- 
gate products; Sal-Hepatica; Alka 
Seltzer; Tums; Milk of Magnesia; 
Bromo Seltzer; Stanback, and BC 
headache powders . the last 
three being not only charged with 
misrepresentation in advertising 
but also with containing poisonous 
and habit-forming drugs. 


Public Power 


Privately owned power and 
light corporations have been 
fighting the development of public 
power resources on the basis that 
the: cheaper electvic rates and 
wider use of electricity, admitted- 
ly made possible by public power 
projects, were in reality a false 
benefit since millions in public 
(continued in third column, this page) 


THE REAL BATTLEGROUND 





THE 


Bey Yj BATTLE GROWWS 
ie ore Of THE \ 


mi, HUMAN COoNSsEIeNcE 


— 
nee 


Fe US Ae 


eins ent 


One of the most glaring fallacies in our national thought to- 
day is that we may have to go to war with Russia to stop commu- 
nism. But war will never stop communism. War, with its in- 
creased poverty, bitterness and hatred, is the surest way to spread 
communism. If World War III should come, we would still have 

_ to og the real war against communism, — on the battleground 


of the human conscience. So, since we usually have to enter that 
battleground eventually, why don’t we do it first? If we should 
spend one tenth the money and energy on that higher battleground 
now, we'd very likely avoid the physical war. Since most of the 
world’s great struggles are spiritual, it is our spiritual blindness 
that is costing us the most and preventing us from finding the 
path to enduring peace. . 





X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


of us in that understanding of the nature of our age, — that the real 
struggle is not with steel, iron ,guns, planes and ships, — the struggle 
is in the realm of ideas . . . the battleground — the human conscience. 


ILITARY EXPERTS are saying that Manchuria will fall under 

the complete control of the Chinese Communists by this coming 
May or June . . . possibly before. When that happens, international 
tensions, now so great in the Mediterranean and Near East, will shift to 
the Far East. ITALY will be having a series of elections this coming 
April. We will likely see a large increase in Oommunist activity in 
Italy and surrounding areas at that time. 

SUSPICIOUS. During January, the U. S. gave 4 submarines and 
11 other warships to Turkey, sent Marines to the Mediterranean, in- 
creased our shipments of arms and ammunition to both Greece and 
Turkey, while our battle fleet of air carriers, cruisers, ete., in the 
Mediterranean held war maneuvers off Greek shores — all in one 
month! And we complain that the Russians are suspicious! 

MILITARY BUDGETS. According to a study made last year 
by the N. Y. Times, Russia’s military budget is only about 50 per 
cent of ours. Russia has been spending 18 per cent of their national 
revenues for military purposes . . We are spending 34 per cent of 
our national income for military preparedness. This study was either 
suppressed or ignored by our Government spokesmen and most of the 
press and radio. ; 


[IDDEN ASSETS. Powerful financial interests in this country: 


are still sitting on the lid regarding the amount of foreign capital 
hidden in this country. As we have reported previously, (Between The 
Lines, Nov. 17, ’47) a few brief items appeared here and there in 
the American press some weeks ago, concerning the huge investments 
(continued on next page) 


Public Power 

a (continued ) 
tax money were required to create 
and underwrite such projects. But 
now there is “ample evidence” 
that investments of public funds 
in such projects as the Tennessee 
Valley, Authority has increased 
the prosperity and productivity of 
that region far beyond the total 
tax cost. Gordon R. Clapp, TVA 
chairman, recently released figures 
showing that since 1933 the seven 
states of the Tennessee Valley, 
nee a low income area, have help- 
ed the rest of the country by “pay- 
ing an increasingly larger propor- 
tion of the total individual Fed- 
eral income taxes of the nation 

In 1933, the income taxes 
paid to the Federal Government 
by individuals in these states 
amounted to 3.4 per cent of the 
total of such taxes in the country. 
In 1946 the individual income 
taxes from the seven valley states 
amounted to 6 per cent of the 
national total.” 

In other words, the proportion 
of the national tax total paid by 
the areas served by TVA _ has 
doubled since 1933. Since this is 
on a percentage scale, — the in- 
creased income tax rates and in- 
ereased total tax income of the 
Federal Government since the war 
cannot in any way discount this 
remarkable achievement. 

To put it in dollar totals, the 
people of the TVA area, during the 
past 13 years paid Federal income 
taxes totalling $4,300,000,000. If 
this same region had paid the 
same proportion of Federal taxes 
during the last 13 years as it did 
in 1983 — just 3.4 per cent, — it 
would have paid only $2,500,000,000 ° 
— a difference of nearly 2 billion 
dollars! And payments from other 
sections would have been neces- 
sary to make up the difference. 

This report was quite generally 
suppressed because of the grip the 
great private power corporations 
have on news channels. 


Quakers in China 


Out in China a Quaker medical 
unit got caught behind the Com- 
munist lines. So they went along 
and helped the people who were 
under Communist control, for suf- 
fering humanity is the same— 
under any flag. 

And. somewhere in north Shensi 
these members of a Friends Unit 
are at work—with the staff of the 
International Peace Hospital,— 
among them two doctors, two 
nurses, an X-ray technician and a 
medical mechanic. Contact with 
this team was broken last March 
when Yenan, the Communist capi- 
tal, fell and the unit retreated 
with other hospital personnel. 

News that the team is now 
working in caves where they take 
care of serious surgical cases was 
brought to Shanghai by a Can- 

(continued on next page) 





Military Control 

Some of America’s most import- 
ant citizens. have: been lifting their 
voices against the growing power 
of the military in our national life. 
Chancellor Robert Hutchins of 
the University of Chicago, who has 
been clese to the atome research 
group, has said much, — Dr. Al- 
bert Einstein, one of the leading 
voices of se’ence, has spoken often. 
Now a lwoklet has beon published 
which was distributed among 
Congressinen and other leaders 
that really brings the problem into 
the open. This booklet, entitled 
“The Militarization of Amcrica”, 
was not only signed by Dr. Fin- 
stein but by other prominent 
American personalities such as 
Chancellor Ray Lyman Wilbur of 
Stanford University, Arthur Mor- 
gan, former president of Antioch 
College, Dorothy Canfield Fisher, 
author, Edwin T. Dahlberg of the 
Northern Baptist Conference, 
James G. Patton of the Farmers’ 
Union, Chat Paterson of the 
American Veterans Committee, 
Father William J. Millor, S. J. of 
the University of Detroit, Julius 
Mark of the American Rabbis and 
others . . an impressive cross- 
section of American thought. Said 
the booklet in part: 

“An important safeguard of 
American democracy — civilian 
control — is rapidly disappearing 

. Not only are military men 
moving into key positions in the 
State Department and other gov- 
ernment agencies, but the Army 
and Navy are extending their in- 
fluence into science, education 
and industry.” 

Scores of generals and admirals 
in high positions where they form 
and carry out “foreign policies” 
include Gen. George C. Marshall, 
inside the U. S.; Gen. Douglas 
MacArthur who is running Japan; 
Gen. Lucius D. Clay who is run- 
ning Germany; Gen. Walter B. 
Smith who is Ambassador to Mos- 
cow; Gen. Kenneth Royall who is 
Secretary of the Army; Admiral 
Wm. D. Leahy who has an office 
in the White House . . . and of 
course there are many others in 
key diplomatic spots. 

It is noted that we are sending 
our armed forces and weapons all 
over the world “creating fear in- 
stead of friendship in other na- 
tions . . Military influence is 
spreading into the high schools 
and the Boy Scouts . . . into the 
colleges through the reserve officer 
courses.” Attention is also called 
to the fact that many high school 
girls are even being put into Cadet 
Corps and “marching to com- 
mands” and “displaying military 
bearing.” The Army likewise has 
detailed plans for “control of in- 
dustry and labor” under which 
“workers will be told where they 
(continued in third column, this page) 


X-Ray and Forecast Continued 


rich Europeans have secretly hidden in America. But because of the 
damage it was feared this knowledge would do to the Marshall plan, 
with American tax-payers being asked to raise about 17 billion dollars 
to aid these same countries, the reports were quickly suppressed. Yet 
this disturbing news keeps leaking out —- that rich aristocrats of these 
countries we are helping have from 15 to 20 billion dollars hidden in 
the U. S. It is also freely admitted in financial circles that another 
reason for this suppression is that this European capital, now entwined 
around American bond, industrial and banking investments, could not 
be withdrawn for a more just utilization of this wealth without a serious 
dislocation of some of our financial structure. And the records show that 
the large financiers of America have never been too deeply concerned 
with the average American taxpayer. So the American citizen will have 
to foot the bill while the rich Euroveans continue to live in secluded 
luxury on their large incomes from American investments, — while 
they also, in the meantime, even refuse to pay taxes to their own impov- 
erished native governments — or aid their own starving people. 

This is not intended as a denunciation of the European relief pro- 
gram. The editor of Between The Lines has been advocating to friends 
in Washington a national pledge campaign for Americans to skip one 
meal a day — and most of us would be healthier if we did it — the 
proceeds of this self-denial to be used for European relief. We heartily 
believe in the whole European relief project, but — should not some- 
thing also be done to compel some sacrificial co-operation on the part of 
the enormously rich and powerful European groups whose railroads, 
steel mills, textile plants are to be re-built by the Marshall dollars and 
who in the end will profit most? 


[SHOP OXNAM of the Methodist Church was recently labeled 
“pro-Communist” and “unpatriotic” by Roman Catholic clergymen 
who protested his appearance on a community patriotic program. But 
Bishop Oxnam commented that the U. S. needs “more faith in democ- 
racy and less fear of communism,” asserting that this faith would be 
our best means of destroying dictatorship abroad and that refusing to 
face problems “is but pretended patriotism.” Reaffirming his rejection 
of communism, he pointed out the necessity of solving economic, racial, 
social and religious problems in the U. S. and called the patriot one 
who recognizes such needs as an insurance plan to care for all aged 
persons, adequate pay for educators, the abolishment of Jim Crowism. 
“Some say it is communism to solve such problems,” Bishop Ox- 
nam continued, “I say it is patriotism . . . The killing of Negroes in 
a Detroit race riot, or the lynching of a Negro in the South, creates 
more Communists in a day than a committee on un-American activities 
can ferret out in many days.” 


ENT CONTROLS. The conservative Republican leaders in Con- 
gress were afraid to lift rent controls until after election. It is 
estimated by rental specialists that rents will go from 30 to 60 per cent 
higher when controls are lifted. When Republicans have safely returned 


to power in next fall’s elections it is predicted then that rent controls 
will be lifted. 








MPORTANT BOOKS. Books in your library should be selected for 
the permanent contribution they can make to your thought and 
knowledge. Every day you hear about books that condemn Russia — 
that tell how ruthless and evil the Soviet regime has been. Such volumes 
can be found by the dozen in every book store. They are easy to get — 
AND YOU SHOULD HAVE SOME OF THEM. But an authorita- 
tive book that gives a friendly picture of Russia by an author who is 
frankly pro-Soviet and pro-Communist — yet a respected British citi- 
zen and a distinguished churchman — is more rare. The Dean of Can- 
terbury (Rev. Hewlett Johnson) wrote a book on Russia, published 
before the war, which sold into the millions of copies and is found in 
every important library. Now he has written a new book “Soviet Russia 
Since The War” (Boni & Gaer, $3.) which is destined to be likewise 
widely accepted by the students and scholars who want to know both 
sides of the Russian picture. If you would like to own this volume, 
send us your name, address and $3. and we will mail it to you postpaid. 


And, if you want a book that gives a sane, fair, unbiased picture 
of American-Soviet relations, a book dealing with the political and 
economic controversies of today and tomorrow, also written by an 
authoritative writer, we recommend “The U. S. and Russia” by Vera 
Micheles Dean, (published by the American Foreign Policy Library, 
$3.) This we can also secure for you — just send us your name, address 
and $3., and we will mail it to you postpaid 








Military Control 
(continued ) 
must work and what they must 
do.” - 

But perhaps most threatening 
of all, the militarist are, according 
to this booklet, preparing rigid 
“censorship” of the words, actions 
and thoughts of the American 
people. And one reason for the 
fact that most Army publicity 
in the papers is favorable 
could be this statement in the 
booklet. “The army is the third 
biggest advertiser in the nation” 

. Spending millions of tax- 
payers’ money for newspaper ad- 
vertisements. 

The question arises, can we suc- 
ceed in doing what no other na- 
tion in history has ever accom- 
plished . - preserve democracy 
after the militarists have taken 
control? Militarism and democracy 
never have been able to live to- 
gether. The American people — 
and Congress — must wake up to 
what the militarists are doing to 
our democracy. 

THE GENERALS AREN’T 
ALL FOR IT, says Sen. Capper 
recently. “It is my understanding 
that a number of the best minds 
in the armed services, including 
some top-ranking cenerals, do not 
believe in compulsory military 
training, but these are barred 
from expressing their views be- 
cause of Army regulations,” said 
Sen. Capper. “We may hear from 
some of them later on, as they are 
retired, or as their sense of citizen- 
ship rises above Army regulations.” 


Quakers in China 

(continued) 
adian member of the group who 
came across country on a two- 
month trek by mule, horses and 
donkey. He reports that the in- 
tensive military activity of the 
area forced the hospital staff and 
the team to move on six or seven 
times after they had set up field 
stations. Most of these moves 
were made in the dead of night 
and on foot with the hospital 
equipment going on the horse» and 
donkeys. Yet the team is carry- 
ing on in caves that serve as 
wards, operating theaters and 
laboratories. The patients lie on 
straw strewn on the floor or on 
raised platforms which are heated 
in the winter. The operating 
room is a big cave with an open- 
ing at the front to let in light— 
walls are white-washed, the ceil- 
ing hung with a protective cloth. 
A few cabinets set together serve 
as the operating table and boxes 
make instrument stands. In ad- 
dition to their surgical and clin- 
ical work, the team members are 
also helping to train internes and 
nurses. 

The questions is heard every 
day “How can you do anything 
with Russia when nobody can get 
behind the iron curtain?” The 
Quakers are finding the way! 





